The 65kDa antigen of mycobacteria-a common bacterial protein?
The 65 kilodalton antigen of Mycobacterium tuberculosis and M. leprae is a well-characterized, strongly immunogenic protein eliciting antibody and T-cell responses in infected patients. Recent studies have disclosed regions of cross-reactivity between the 65kDa antigen and proteins in many other bacterial species. These include the product of the ams gene in E. coli which is involved in the processing of RNA. Here Douglas Young and his colleagues discuss these observations, the significance of the 65kDa antigen and its possible role in the pathogenesis of mycobacterial and other diseases.